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Around the World in Seattle
Film Discussion Guide

Consider setting Community Agreements 
When working with our high school students on questions of social identity, culture and social 
justice issues, we find it important to set community agreements together to help create a 
safe space for students to share their feelings and thoughts. For example:

• Active listening and one speaker at a time
• Avoid judgement statements and generalizations; ‘speak in first person…’
• Respecting each other’s own perspectives as genuine.

Possible Questions for Facilitating Discussion and Reflection 
Below is a brief sample of questions, recognizing that the discussion should be adapted for 
different ages.

1. What common experiences did the stu-
dents in the film share?
2. How are students in the film like you? Dif-
ferent from you? 
3. How can you relate to the students’ expe-
riences featured in the film?
4. What was your favorite moment in the film 
and why?
5. What about the stories shared surprised 
you about your peers or your city?
6. What facets of social identity did the film 
explore?
7. What cultural values and norms were 
shared?

8. How might an immigrant’s experience of 
American identity differ from that of some-
one born in the United States?
9. What social issues in our community/
broader society does the film point to or un-
cover?
10. If you participated in an “around the 
world” project, what would you choose to 
share with your peers and why?
11. What might “Around the World in Seattle” 
have looked like in 1910? How about in 2115? 

Themes/Topics to Explore
Diversity in your community

Patterns of inclusion and/or segregation within our 
community

American Identities
Immigrant experiences

Intergenerational challenges
Language 

Religion 
Cultural practices and norms (eg: food, music)

Connect the film to curriculum and different disciplines 
A discussion of the film and experiences of students in the room 
can be approached through different disciplines. In doing so, 
the session can be linked to building important 21st Century Skills 
/ Social and Emotional skills such as: social identity development, 
self-awareness; relationships to peers; cross-cultural collaborations; 
empathy towards others.

• History
• Language Arts
• Social Studies
• Art 
• STEM 

FILM: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hm-HaL-DCVQ 


